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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Westbury  Urban  District  Council, 


Madam  Chairman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  relating  to  the 
state  of  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Westbury  for  the  year  1972.  Included  is  the  report  of  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

I  anticipate  this  will  be  the  last  report  you  will  receive  from 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  most  of  the  figures  on  which  the  report 
is  based  are  not  available  until  after  the  1st  April  the  following  year 
and  by  that  time  reorganisation  will  have  taken  place.  The  post  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  first  created  over  one  hundred  years 
ago  and  has  continued  as  a  part  of  Local  Government  ever  since.  In  the 
future  the  Medical  Officers  who  will  be  available  to  advise  Local 
Government  will  be  part  of  the  National  Health, Service . 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  you  and  your  Councillors  for 
their  support  during  my  time  with  you  and  to  my  colleagues  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Madam 

Your  obedient  servant 


S.E.  Cupples 


f 


in  2018  with  funding  from 

.  ‘  •  ’  '•  TO- 

Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30265939 
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Chairman  of  Council 
Vice-Chairman  of  Council 

|  ^  ex-officio 

Mrs.  P.F.  Cundick.  JP. 

P.C.  Harwood. 

Mrs.  J.R.  Holloway. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 


S.E.  Cupples,  MB,BCh,BAO,MFCM,DPH.  Portway  House 

Warminster 
Tel:  2393 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


C.R,  Driver,  MRSH. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
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)  "Westfield" 
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)  Westbury 
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Clerk  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Mrs  L.  Hodder .  Portway  House 

Warminster 
Tel:  2393 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  holds  the  appointments  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Warminster  Urban  District  Council  and 
to  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Warminster  and  Westbury,  He  is  a 
Medical  Officer  to  Wiltshire  County  Council, 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  are  also  the  Surveyor  and  Assistant  Surveyor  to  the  Council, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 

(figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1971) 

- 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

3 ,686 

(3,686) 

Population 

(Registrar  General’s  Estimate 
as  at  mid  year) 

6,640 

(6,460) 

Number  of  Domestic  Hereditaments 

2,320 

(2,250) 

Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31.12.72  656 

(  635) 

Number  on  Council  General  waiting 
list  at  31.12.72 

118 

(  75) 

Number  on  Waiting  List  for  Group 
Dwelling  at  31.12.72 

55 

(  50) 

Rateable  Value  ‘ 

£367,022 

(353,120) 

Product  of  lp  Rate 

£3,560 

(£3,333) 

Vital  Statistics 

The  population  figures  and  statistics  include  members  of  the 
Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area.  The  use  of  compar ability- 
factors,  which  make  allowance  for  the  way  age  and  sex  distribution 
differs  from  the  rest  of  the  country  and  take  account  of  residential 
institutions,  make  possible  comparisons  with  rates  in  England  and 
Wales  or  with  the  rates  for  previous  years. 

Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

76 

42 

118 

(98) 

Illegitimate 

-2 

4 

7 

....  Li) 

Total 

79 

46 

125 

(103) 

Rate  per  1,000  local  population 

18.8 

(15.9) 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.11 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

20.9 

(18.1) 

Rate  England  Wales 

14.8 

(16.0) 

Illegitimate  Rate  as$  of:- 

Local  Rate 

6 

(  5) 

England  and  Wales  Rate 

9 

(  8) 

Stillbirths 

There  were  no  stillbirths  registered  during  the  year.  In  England 
and  Wales  there  was  a  rate  of  12  stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 
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Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  comparability  factor 
Local  Adjusted  Rate 
England  and  Wales  Rate 
Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
(infant  Mortality  Rate) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

Under  1  week  of  age 


Male 

Female 

Total 

39 

43 

82 

(  68) 

12.3 

(10.5) 

0.99 

12.2 

(10.06) 

12.1 

(11.6) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

2 

- 

2 

(  2) 

16 

(19) 

17 

(18) 

1 

— 

1 

(  1) 

1 

— 

1 

(  i) 

It  will  be  seen  from  subsequent  figures  that  the  death  under  one 
week  of  age  was  due  to  complications  of  childbirth  and  the  death  of  the 
older  infant  was  due  to  respiratory  disease* 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Only  three  deaths  occured  under  the  age  of  44>  two  of  these  being  the  infants 
already  mentioned  and  the  third  was  due  to  an  accident  (gas  poisoning).  On 
the  other  hand  65  of  the  82  deaths  occured  over  the  age  of  65  and  39  of 
these  were  over  the  age  of  75;  this  is  something  I  will  comment  on  later  in 
the  report. 

Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases 

Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were:- 

Jan-Mar  Apl-Jun  Jul-Sept  Oct-Dec 

Measles  3  2 

Meningitis  3 

Food  Poisoning  -  -  -  2 

The  cases  of  Meningitis  were  of  viral  origin  and  mild  in  character. 

The  symptoms  were  of  extremely  short  duration  and  could  easily  have  been 
mistaken  for  other  febrile  illnesses  if  the  true  cause  of  the  condition  had 
not  been  discovered  at  the  outset.  Most  of  the  cases  were  in  the  younger 
generation,  little  contact  was  established  between  many  of  the  cases 
and  the  incidence  ceased  as  quietly  as  it  started. 

The  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  occured  in  members  of  the  same  family. 

Immunisations 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  following  details  of  immunisations  carried  out:- 


Children  born 

in  years 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

63=67 

57-62 

Others 

Pr  imary 

Diptheria 

70 

43 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Immunisations 

completed 

Wh, Cough 

70 

43 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

during  1972 

Tetanus 

70 

43 

— 

.  2 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Measles 

- 

71 

22 

- 

4 

11 

— 

— 

Polio 

69 

44 

— 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Reinforcing 

Diptheria 

37 

66 

3 

47 

92 

— 

— 

Immunisations 

given 

Wh.  Cough 

— 

18 

35 

1 

— 

3 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

— 

37 

66 

3 

47 

94 

5 

— 

Polio 

— 

36 

65 

3 

47 

96 

— 

- 

Of  children  born  in  1971  some  96$  have  been  immunised  against  diptheria, 
the  figures  for  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  whooping  cough  have  not  been 
calculated  but  can  be  assumed  to  be  in  the  same  proportion. 
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National  Assistance  Act  1948 


Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  as  ammended,  permits  on  a 
Magistrate’s  Order  the  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention.  Action  under  the  Act  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  one  elderly 
gentleman  who  was  partly  paralysed  and  was  unable  to  shop  or  look  after 
himself.  He  settled  well  in  the  Geriatric  Hospital  which  he  had  previously 
associated  as  being  akin  to  the  Workhouse,  the  fact  that  one  is  established  in 
the  building  that  was  also  occupied  by  the  other  makes  it  more  difficult  to 
persuade  them  otherwise. 

Housing 

The  problems  of  housing  the  community  remain  and  the  waiting  list  for 
houses  continues  to  grow. 

Under  this  heading  I  would  like  to  comment  on  another  increasing  aspect 
of  housing  difficulties  and  that  is  care  of  the  elderly.  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  ages  at  death  and  in  amplification  of  the  number  involved  the  expectation  of 
life  at  birth  in  1972  (calculated  from  the  death  rates  for  1969-71)  was  about 
69  for  males  and  75  for  females,  another  way  of  looking  at  it  is  to  say  that 
700  of  every  1,000  males  born  live  to  age  65  and  235  to  age  80,  the  figures  for 
females  being  822  and  454*  With  increasing  expectation  of  life  these  figures 
will  increase. 

The  increasing  numbers  will  call  for  an  increase  in  geriatric  services 
and  the  problem  of  looking  after  a  resident  temporarily  unfit  to  look  after 
herself  in  a  Group  Dwelling  has  already  arisen.  More  Group  Dwellings  for  the 
elderly  are  not  in  themselves  the  complete  answer  from  the  aspect  of  care  and 
attention,  the  requirement  for  domicilary  nursing  and  other  services  should  not 
be  forgotten. 

Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

Water  Supplies 

Water  supplies  are  the  responsibility  of  the  West  Wilts  Water  Board, 
their  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1972  shows  that  only  five  dwellings 
were  not  receiving  water  from  the  Boards  Mains.  The  metered  consumption  for  the 
year  was  over  54  million  gallons,  an  increase  of  11  million  since  1961  and 
4  million  for  the  previous  year. 

I  receive  copies  of  the  reports  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis. 

No  fluoride  is  added  even  though  the  amount  present  is  well  below  1  part 
per  million. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  arrangement  to  the  tip  operated  by  the  Warminster 
and  Westbury  Rural  District  Council.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  tip  is 
becoming  full,  negotiations  are  proceeding  to  enable  rubbish  to  be  disposed 
of  until  long  term  plans,  probably  incineration,  are  put  into  effect. 
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The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  provided  tho  following  report 


HOUSING 

■**---•  *  > 

During  the  year.  53  .private  dwellings  and  11  Council  dwellings  were 
completed. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS .  .  .  , 

.  —  ■  ■  1  ’  ”  ’  •  *  *  <  »•  «,  , 

Five  Improvement  Grants  and  five  Standard  Grants  were  approved  during 
the  year .  .... 

DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

One  property,  originally  subject  to  a  Demolition  Order,  has  been  re-built 
and  the  order  revoked. 

Closing  orders  on  two  terraced  properties  have  been  revoked  and  Demolition 
Orders  imposed  in  substitution. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

*  •  *  V' 

The  Council  continues  to  share  the  use  of  Penleigh  Tip  with  Warminster 
and  Westbury  Rural  District  Council  but  the  life  of  this  tip  is  not  likely 
to  last  for  more  than  a  year  and  the  Rural  Council  is  therefore  negotiating 
for  additional  land.  . . 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  • 

(a)  Construction , of  new  sewers  and  enlargement  of  Sewage  Disposal  works 

The  Department  of  the  Environment  approved  the  entire  scheme  in  principle 
in  October  1972.  '• 

(b)  Sewer  Survey 

A  Survey  was  carried  but  of  all  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  in  the  town 
by  a  Specialist  firm. 

(c)  Nos  1-6  Millstream  Cottages  and  Bridge  Villa.  Westbury  Leigh 

Pumping  equipment  was  ordered  which  when  installed  would  enable  the 
drainage  from  these  properties  to  be  discharged  into  the  public  sewer  in 
Westbury  Leigh. 

DUST  NUISANCE.  .  , 

1  ■  ■  ■  ■"  ■  ■■  ■  ■ 

An  excessive  fall  out  of  dust  from  the  A.P.C.M.  works  occurred  on 
25  August.  Investigations  by  the  Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  revealed  that  the  dust  emission  resulted  from  a  combination  of 
two  factors;  the  unusual  weather  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time  and 
unfortunately,  much  higher  than  normal  emission  from  the  Cement  Works. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

121bs  pre-packed  bacon  were  surrendered  after  being  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Swimming  baths  was  open  from  April  to  December. 


-  10  - 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Public  Health  Act  ..  . .  . 

Housing  Act  . 

Complaints  . 

Drain  Tests  . .  . 

Factories  and  Workshops  . 

Pests  Act  (Inc.  Rodent  Ops.  initial  visit) 

Petroleum  Act  .  . . 

Bakehouses .  . . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Food  Shops  . . 

Dairies  .... 

Informal  Notices  Served  . 

Statutory  Notices  served  . . 

Butchers  . 

Grocery  and  Provisions  . 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ..  . 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  ..  ..  .. 

Bakeries  . 

Confectionery  Shops  ..  . 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  ..  . . 


32 

30 

751 

120 

3 

124 

4 
1 

3 

20 

1 


6  ) 


15 


7  ) 


1  ) 


8  ) 


Regs.  16 
and  19 
Comply. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Outworkers  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Class  of  Works 

No.  of  Outworkers  required  by 

Section  110  (l)  (c) 

(1)  Wearing  Apparel 

39 

(14)  Umbr  ellas 

2 

TOTAL: 

41 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961  (continued) 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provicions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
_ made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  ♦ _ _ 


1 

! 

Premises 

(1) 

No.  on  ! 

Register 

(2) 

No.  of 
Inspections 

(3) 

. 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 
(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authority 

- 

— 

— 

(11)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

33 

3 

- 

- 

(ill)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

— 

- 

— 

- 

TOTAL: 

i 

t  ....  . .  .  .  . 

33 

3 

i 

- 

L 

2.  CASES  In  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1)   

Number 

were 

of  cases  in  which 

] 

defects 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
.instituted 

(6)  ! 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

UOIC 

to  H.M. 

(4) 

by  H.M 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

_ 

j 

Over  crowding 

■(S.2* 

— 

— 

- 

~  i 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3>  - 

— 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4>,  - 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

■ 

floors 

(S.  6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against 

! 

the  Act 

*  1 

I 

— 

— 

- 

: 

i_ - 

TOTAL: 

- 

* 

j  - 

. 

- 

“ 
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